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To GOD Be the Glory!




The Story that Never Grows Oid

The Promise of a Messiah

"BEHOLD, THE DAYS ARE COMING, SAYS THE LORD, WHEN I WILL MAKE A NEW
COVENANT WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AND WITH THE HOUSE OF JUDAH— NOT
ACCORDING TO THE COVENANT THAT I MADE WITH THEIR FATHERS IN THE DAY
WHEN I TOOK THEM BY THE HAND TO LEAD THEM OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT; ...
FOR THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL
AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD: I WILL PUT MY LAWS IN THEIR MIND AND
WRITE THEM ON THEIR HEARTS; AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE
MY PEOPLE. FOR I WILL BE MERCIFUL TO THEIR UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, AND THEIR
SINS AND THEIR LAWLESS DEEDS I WILL REMEMBER NO MORE." (Hebrews 8:8-10,12)

The wilderness and the wasteland shall be glad for them, and the desert shall
rejoice and blossom as the rose; it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice, even with
joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the excellence of Carmel
and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, The excellency of our God. (1-2)
... Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be
unstopped. Then the lame shall leap like a deer, And the tongue of the dumb sing.
For waters shall burst forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert. (5-6) ... A
highway shall be there, and a road, and it shall be called the Highway of Holiness.
The unclean shall not pass over it, but it shall be for others. Whoever walks the
road, although a fool, shall not go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any
ravenous beast go up on it; it shall not be found there. But the redeemed shall walk
there, and the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing,
with everlasting joy on their heads. They shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow
and sighing shall flee away. (Isaiah 35:1-2; 5-6; 8-10)

There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out
of his roots. The Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and of the
fear of the LORD; ... with righteousness He shall judge the poor, and decide with
equity for the meek of the earth; ... Righteousness shall be the belt of His loins, And
faithfulness the belt of His waist. "The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, the
leopard shall lie down with the young goat, the calf and the young lion and the
fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. (Isaiah 11:1-6)

For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be
upon His shoulder. And His nhame will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and peace
There will be no end, ... (Isaiah 9:6-7)

The Birth and Life of Jesus Christ

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed
to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit.
Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public
example, was minded to put her away secretly. But while he thought about these
things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph,
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son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is
conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall
call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins." (Matthew 1:18-21)

Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city
of David, which is called Bethlehem, ... to be registered with Mary, his betrothed
wife, who was with child. So it was, that while they were there, the days were
completed for her to be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and
wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no
room for them in the inn. Now there were in the same country shepherds living out
in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. And behold, an angel of the
Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were greatly afraid. Then the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid, for behold, I
bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. For there is born to
you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be
the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a
manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God and saying: "Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill
toward men!" (Luke 2:4-14)

And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.
(Luke 2:52)

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. And
John tried to prevent Him, saying, "I need to be baptized by You, and are You
coming to me?" But Jesus answered and said to him, "Permit it to be so now, for
thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness." Then he allowed Him. When He
had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the
heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove
and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, "This is
My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." (Matthew 3:13-17)

... and when He was seated His disciples came to Him. Then He opened His mouth
and taught them, saying: "Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom
of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted. Blessed are
the meek, For they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst
for righteousness, For they shall be filled. Blessed are the merciful, For they shall
obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see God. Blessed are
the peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God. Blessed are those who are
persecuted for righteousness' sake, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. ... Rejoice
and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, ... "You are the salt of
the earth; ... Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven. ... lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. ... Consider the lilies of
the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; and yet I say to you that even
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. ... But seek first the
kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.




... "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be
opened to you. ... Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them,
for this is the Law and the Prophets. ... "Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the
gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in
by it. Because narrow is the gate and difficult /s the way which leads to life, and
there are few who find it. ... "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter
the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. ... (7:24-
27) "Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him
to a wise man who built his house on the rock: and the rain descended, the floods
came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was
founded on the rock. "But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not
do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: and the rain
descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell.
And great was its fall." (Selections from Matthew 5, 6 and 7)

"Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. In My
Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to
prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again
and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. ... (14:6) "I am
the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. ...
(14:14) If you ask anything in My name, I will do it. (14:15) "If you love Me, keep My

commandments. ... (15:14) You are My friends if you do whatever I command you.
(Selections from John 14 and 15)

... "No man ever spoke like this Man!" (John 7:46)

God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was
with Him. (Acts 10:38)

Now ... Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, led them up on a high
mountain by themselves; and He was transfigured before them. His face shone like
the sun, and His clothes became as white as the light. And behold, Moses and
Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him. Then Peter answered and said to Jesus,
"Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish, let us make here three tabernacles:
one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah." While he was still speaking, behold,
a bright cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a voice came out of the cloud,

saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!"
(Matthew 17:1-5)

... "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." ... (18) and on this rock I will build
My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. ... (21) From that time
Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many
things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the
third day. (Matthew 16:16, 18, 21)

... all the chief priests and elders of the people plotted against Jesus to put Him to
death. And when they had bound Him, they led Him away and delivered Him to
Pontius Pilate the governor. ... (22) Pilate said to them, "What then shall I do with
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Jesus who is called Christ?" They all said to him, "Let Him be crucified!" ... (33) And
when they had come to a place called Golgotha, that is to say, Place of a Skull, ...
(35) Then they crucified Him, ... (37) And they put up over His head the accusation

written against Him: THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS. (Matthew 27: 1-2, 22, 33,
35, 37)

Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do." (Luke
23:34) ... And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Eli, Eli,
lama sabachthani?" that is, "MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?"
(Matthew 27:46) ... And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His
spirit. (Matthew 27:50) ... So when the centurion and those with him, who were
guarding Jesus, saw the earthquake and the things that had happened, they feared
greatly, saying, "Truly this was the Son of God!" (Matthew 27:54)

Now when evening had come, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named
Joseph, who himself had also become a disciple of Jesus. This man went to Pilate
and asked for the body of Jesus. ... When Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it
in a clean linen cloth, and laid it in his new tomb ... and he rolled a large stone
against the door of the tomb, and departed. ... On the next day, ... the chief priests
and Pharisees gathered together to Pilate, saying, "Sir, we remember, while He was
still alive, how that deceiver said, 'After three days I will rise." Therefore command
that the tomb be made secure until the third day, lest His disciples come by night
and steal Him away, and say to the people, 'He has risen from the dead.' so the last
deception will be worse than the first." Pilate said to them, "You have a guard; go
your way, make it as secure as you know how." So they went and made the tomb
secure, sealing the stone and setting the guard. (Matthew 27:57-66)

Very early in the morning, on the first day of the week, they came to the tomb
when the sun had risen. And they said among themselves, "Who will roll away the
stone from the door of the tomb for us?" But when they looked up, they saw that
the stone had been rolled away ... And entering the tomb, they saw a young man
clothed in a long white robe sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But
he said to them, "Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was
crucified. He is risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid Him. But go,
tell His disciples ... that He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him,
as He said to you." (Mark 16:2-7)

And as they went to tell His disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, "Rejoice!" So
they came and held Him by the feet and worshiped Him. (Matthew 28:9) Him God
raised up on the third day, and showed Him openly, not to all the people, but to
witnesses chosen before by God, even to us who ate and drank with Him after He
arose from the dead. (Acts 10:40-41) After that He was seen by over five hundred
brethren at once, ... (1 Corinthians 15:6)

Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had
appointed for them. (Matthew 28:16) ... And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying,
"All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded




you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen. (Matthew
28:18-20)

So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven, and
sat down at the right hand of God. And they went out and preached everywhere,
the Lord working with them ... (Mark 16:19-20)

The Gospel of Salvation

. "Who then can be saved?" ... "With men it is impossible, but not with God; for
with God all things are possible." (Mark 10:26-27) ... Let us hear the conclusion of the
whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, For this is man's all.
(Ecclesiastes 12:13) ... For "WHOEVER CALLS ON THE NAME OF THE LORD SHALL BE
SAVED." How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And
how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they
hear without a preacher? (Romans 10:13-14) ... For God so loved the world that He
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but
have everlasting life. (John 3:16) ... it pleased God through the foolishness of the
message preached to save those who believe. (1 Corinthians 1:21)

Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also
you received and in which you stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast
that word which I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to
you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to
the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day
according to the Scriptures, (1 Corinthians 15:1-4) ... For I am not ashamed of the
gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes,
for the Jew first and also for the Greek. (Romans 1:16)

But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must
believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.
(Hebrews 11:6) ... So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
(Romans 10:17) ... So they said, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be
saved, you and your household." (Acts 16:31)

I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish. (Luke 13:3) ... The
Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is
longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come
to repentance. (2 Peter 3:9)

... if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God
has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes
unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. (Romans
10:9-10)

... "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:38) ... Then
those who gladly received his word were baptized; ... (Acts 2:41) ... For as many of
you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. (Galatians 3:27) ... There is also
an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh,




but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ, (1 Peter 3:21) ... Therefore we were (are) buried with Him through baptism
into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,
even so we also should walk in newness of life. (Romans 6:4)

The Lord’s Church and Christian Living

... And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved. (Acts 2:47) ...
And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the
breaking of bread, and in prayers. (Acts 2:42) ... Therefore, my beloved brethren, be
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your
labor is not in vain in the Lord. (1 Corinthians 15:58) ... "ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD,
AND IT WAS ACCOUNTED TO HIM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS." And he was called the

friend of God. You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only.
(James 2:23-24)

If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not bridle his tongue but
deceives his own heart, this one's religion is useless. Pure and undefiled religion
before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and
to keep oneself unspotted from the world. (James 1:26-27) ... But also for this very
reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to
knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, to
godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. (10) Therefore,
brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do
these things you will never stumble; ... (2 Peter 1:5-7; 10)

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.
And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind, that you may prove what /s that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.
(12:1-2) ... Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good.
Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference
to one another; not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; rejoicing
in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer; distributing to the
needs of the saints, given to hospitality. Bless those who persecute you; bless and
do not curse. Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep. Be of
the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high things, but
associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion. Repay no one evil
for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. If it is possible, as
much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. (12:9-18) ... Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. (Romans 12)

Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever
things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever
things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything
praiseworthy—meditate on these things. (Philippians 4:8)

Worship and Obey God
... "Worship God." (Revelation 22:9)




Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised
is faithful. And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works,
not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but

exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.
(Hebrews 10:23-25)

... Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing psalms. (James 5:13) ... Let the word of Christ
dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms

and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.
(Colossians 3:16)

Pray without ceasing, (1 Thessalonians 5:17) ... men always ought to pray and not lose
heart, (Luke 18:1) ... Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one
another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man
avails much. (James 5:16) ... I desire therefore that the men pray everywhere, lifting
up holy hands, without wrath and doubting; ... (1 Timothy 2:8)

You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these
are they which testify of Me. (John 5:39) ... Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is
truth. (John 17:17) ... Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who
does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. (2 Timothy 2:15) ...
receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. (James
1:21) ... These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they
received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out
whether these things were so. (Acts 17:11) ... And the things that you have heard
from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to
teach others also. (2 Timothy 2:2) ... All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,

that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.
(2 Timothy 3:16-17)

For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus
on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and said, "Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you;
do this in remembrance of Me." In the same manner He also took the cup after
supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of Me." For as often as you eat this bread and drink this
cup, you proclaim the Lord's death till He comes. (1 Corinthians 11:23-26) ... But let a
man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup.

(1 Corinthians 11:28) ... Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came
together to break bread, Paul, ready to depart the next day, spoke to them and
continued his message until midnight. (Acts 20:7)

"Will a man rob God? ... (Malachi 3:8) ... On the first day of the week let each one of
you lay something aside, storing up as he may prosper, that there be no collections
when I come. (1 Corinthians 16:2) ... Freely you have received, freely give. (Matthew
10:8) ... He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully
will also reap bountifully. So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not
grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. (2 Corinthians 9:6-7) ...
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remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, 'It is more blessed to give
than to receive.' " (Acts 20:35) ... Give, and it will be given to you: good measure,
pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For
with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you." (Luke 6:38) ...

Cast your bread upon the waters, for you will find it after many days. (Ecclesiastes
11:1)

Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard, lest
we drift away. For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every
transgression and disobedience received a just reward, how shall we escape if we
neglect so great a salvation, ... (Hebrews 2:1-3) ... since we are surrounded by so
great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily
ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking
unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before
Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of
the throne of God. (Hebrews 12:1-2)

For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but
was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly to
the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of
need. (Hebrews 4:15-16)

And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we
do not lose heart. (Galatians 6:9) ... Be faithful until death, and I will give you the
crown of life. (Revelation 2:10) ... Blessed are those who do His commandments, that
they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into
the city. (Revelation 22:14) ... And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes;
there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain,
for the former things have passed away." (Revelation 21:4)

Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take
My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you

will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light." (Matthew
11:28-30)

And the Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who hears say, "Come!" And

let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely.
(Revelation 22:17) !




